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They contacted him not at Prome, as they had expected, but
fifty miles higher up the river at Myede. The British had found
Prome too unhealthy for use as a cantonment, and having
waited there in vain for some word from Pagan Min, had
decided to occupy a further slice of Burmese territory, which
would give them not only a better frontier station, but also a
rich belt of teak-bearing forest land. The additional territory
also included in its eastern section the old city of Toungoo on
the Sittang. From Myede therefore the two priests were sent
back to Mindon with the news that the British had annexed
the southern part of his kingdom up to a line running directly
east-west across the country from Arakan to the borders of
Karenni and slightly north of Myede and Toungoo. He was
invited to recognize a fait accompK.
Arthur Phayre, who as Commissioner of Pegu was
nominated by Dalhousie to negotiate with the Court of Ava,
had already seen much service in Tenasserim and Arakan. At
the time of his appointment to Pegu he was Commissioner of
Arakan, and had won a great reputation for 'turning the
swamps of Arakan into the granary of the Bay'.1 Less known
then were his pioneer researches into Arakanese chronicles and
coins. Later he was to make a scholarly study of Burmese
history, which resulted in the publication of the first authori-
tative History of Burma in the English language.2 It was
largely because of his intimate knowledge of the people and
their language that Dalhousie had promoted him over the head
of his senior, the Commissioner of Tenasserim, Lieutenant-
Colonel Archibald Bogle, who had unwisely boasted of his
ability to carry on his duties without any knowledge of the
Burmese language.
Mindon Min could not believe that the British seriously
intended to keep Pegu. At the end of March 1853 the Burmese
peace delegation, headed by the Magwe Mingyi, the senior
minister of the Hlutdaw, met the British commissioners and
begged them not to insist on annexation. As a forlorn hope
Dalhousie authorized Phayre to offer to give up the additional
territory north of Prome in return for a treaty of peace recog-
1 Laurie, W. F. B.s Sketches of Distinguished Anglo-Indians, 1887, p. 136.
1 Phayre, A. P., History of Burma London, 1883.